
 

 

MINUTES 
Camden Energy and Sustainability Committee 

Monday, September 16, 2019 
5:30-7 pm French Conference Room 

 
Recording of the committee meeting can be found at 

https://www.youtube.com/c/TownofCamdenMaine 
Note: There was no meeting in August 2019 

 
 
Attending:  
Committee Members: 
Anita Brosius-Scott (Committee Chair),  
Pete Kalajian (Committee Deputy-Chair),  
Phil Gerard,  
Brian Robinson,  
Sarah Miller,  

Bruce Means  
Pearl Benjamin (student member); 
Mark Ratner (Select Board liaison), 
  
Absent: 
Anna Ford 
Marina Schauffler 
Alison McKellar 
 

Guests: 
Beedy Parker 
 

 
 
 

A recent discussion by the Select Broad disclosed that membership in the Energy and Sustainability 
Committee is limited to seven, plus two alternates. Regular members have three-year terms, alternates 
a one-year term. The committee is now at full strength, with Pearl serving technically as an alternate.  

Next Energy Committee Meeting – Oct. 21, at 5:30 pm.  
 
Review of Minutes of July 15, 2019. Minutes were accepted as submitted without comment.  
 
Non-Agenda Items: 
None were raised. 
 
Updates of Ongoing projects: 
 

a. Municipal Solar array. Town planner Jeremy Martin has indicated there is still a possibility of a 
larger solar array on town-owned property at Sagamore Farm. It is “not off the table.” Solar 
energy consultant Rich Roughgarden, commissioned by the Select Board to do a report on solar 
potential for Camden, hasn’t yet submitted his report, but it is expected soon. Bruce informed the 
committee that the superfund site the town had lost out on in a state bidding process this 
summer still appeared to be for sale. This information had not been verified, but it was agreed 
that it should be checked out. Marc volunteered to follow up to find out about that and also the 
school-owned property that was under consideration for a solar array for the school district.  
 The committee also discussed the solar project accepted earlier in the summer by the board of 
the Camden Hills Regional High School, for an array on property adjacent to the school. Anita 
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said she understood that project was no longer a live possibility, due to practical difficulties 
related to the property and other matters that had arisen subsequent to its approval. Pete 
suggested that the school, town and others seemed to be acting at cross purposes on solar issues, 
and Anita said that there had been some informal discussion about possible town-school 
collaboration. Mark noted that the Select Board had been discussing a solar project with the 
school at the property near the school, and was taken by surprise by the School Board decision to 
go for a project on its own instead. 
 The school has considered 20-year solar power purchase agreements (PPA). The risk entailed in 
long-duration PPAs were pointed out and discussed. That risk relates to rapidly falling prices for 
solar and other electricity. The school itself does not see an alternative to 20-year PPA, the 
committee was told. The town might be able to conclude a larger-volume, shorter-duration PPA 
that would cover the school’s requirements as well as those of the town, Pete suggested, and 
possibly also those of other small towns in the school district -- and still be revenue-neutral to the 
town.  
 The discussion turned to the new middle school, and Brian pointed out that, while there might 
be educational and other advantages to putting solar panels on the roof of this new building, it 
would not enjoy the economies of scale a much larger multi-town project would have.  
 Sarah mentioned that there is discussion in Congress of extending the solar tax credit for 
another five years, and that should this extension come through, it would diminish pressure to act 
rapidly, and possibly hastily. The outlook for the legislation is unclear, she said, agreeing to send 
around weblinks to articles on the subject.  
  
b. Street lighting. Pete reported that he had met with Assistant Public Works Director Rick Seibel 
and new Public Works Director Dave St. Laurent, and that the two of them recognize the need for 
town-wide standards for where street lights go and the advantages of reducing the number of 
lights. Uncertainty was noted about the status of the ongoing project for Real Term Energy to 
replace all town lights with LEDs and for the town to then take ownership of the lights from 
Central Maine Power. This project could entail some movement or removal of lights. Sarah noted 
that nighttime walkability should be considered in any decision on where to locate street lights. 
Smart metering might help overcome conflicts between walkability and energy savings, it was 
noted.  
 
c. “Efficiency Camden.” No update was available on this idea for a program to provide financing 
assistance to low-income citizens to make their homes more energy efficient. Brian agreed to 
seek an update on this from Town Planner Jeremy Martin.  
 
d. Energy Information Flier. Sarah asked whether it might be possible to put onto the town 
website the informational flier that the committee originally drew up for inclusion with tax bills 
(the Select Board decided against setting this tax-bill-inclusion precedent for committees’ 
dissemination of information). Mark said that might well be possible, particularly given plans by 
the town for a new website that should make posting such things much easier. He felt this would 
not be as controversial as putting the flier into the tax bill mailing.  

Mark asked whether the energy committee has its own Facebook page and suggested this might 
be another good avenue to get things publicized, as might Instagram. Pearl agreed to help the 
committee develop a social media presence.  

Anita asked whether we might use the climate strike day as a time to hand out fliers in town if 
we could get them printed in time. Pearl reported that there will be a strike – or perhaps better 
called a walk-out -- at noon Friday, Sep. 20, at the Camden Hills Regional High School. She asked 



 

 

whether it might be possible to have somebody from the committee there to give out 
information. Kids often lack specific solutions, she said. Pete volunteered to represent the town 
Energy Committee at the walkout and also to speak. The committee voted unanimously in favor. 

 
Discussion of coming year’s efforts and interest, including Middle School roof solar, electric vehicle 
charging stations, public education and energy efficiency efforts.  
 Time did not allow discussion of these agenda items. 
 
Adjourned at 7:08 pm.  


